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FARMER'S MARKET 

COMO, workiag with the Nevada - 
Putnam-Bronte Block Club, has be- 
gun a campaign to improve the San 
Francisco Farmer's Market.' 

The market has been at its pres- 
ent location^ (Alemany and Crescent 
Ave.) since 1947. As of June 30, 
1976 a-net profit of $203,501.90 
has been returned to -the City 
General Fund. As can be seen from 
the current deteriorated appearance, 
.very little of that profit has been 
used by the City to upgrade and 
maintain the facility. 

Acting on complaints of resi- 
dents of Bernal Heights, the Block 
Club with COMO organizational help 
hopes, to ask the City Administra- 
Continued on page 12 
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YES I WANT TO JOIN THE B.HJ\. 

I pledge to try to better my neighborhood 

in any way I Gan. Here is my a $2 

□ $.-^-^ or □ Work/Barter Pledge 

in place of money. 

NAME 

ADDRESS ' 

PHONE . - . 

8PECIAHNTEW68T? . 

BHA Members 

The Bernal Heights Association is 
making a strong membership drive over 
the next year. Nancy Walker, President, 
said that a large number of issues will 
.effect all parts of the hill in the 
coming year. The association needs new 
members la trying to pressure various 
agencies into responding to the needs 
of Bernal Heights. 

Join now by filling in the coupon 
above and send it'R.H.A. C/O Jierry 
Schwartz, 77 Peralta Street, S.F. 
94110. Checks made out to the Bernal 
Fund are tax deductible. 

Membership includes a mailed 
subscription of the Bernal Journal. 
If you are a member, check your 
mailing date. 



THE RACE IS ON 
IN DISTRICT NINE 



By 

Phil Johnson 

After two successful campaigns 
for district elections, San Fran- 
cisco voters will get their long 
sought chance to elect neighbor- 
hood supervisors on November 8th. 

There are 132 candidates reg- 
istered citywide for this election, 
with several additional write-ins. 
District Nine, which includes Bernal 
Height's, Ingleside and Glen Park, 
has 12 candidates. 

They are: medical salesman Louis 
Allsopp, journalist Richard Boyle, 
urban consultant Robert Covington, 
professor Lee Dolson, Edwitf Duck- 
worth, pharmacist Dr. Amancio Eirgina, 
businessman Edward Freeman, realtor 
Adolf 0 Majewsky, businessman Richard 
Modoio, arts promoter Michael No Ian ^ 
Leslie Payne and florist Vincent Ro- 
vetti. 

Ten of the candidates recently 
appeared at a candidates night a't . 
the Precita Valley Center, which 
ironica.lly is not in District Nine,' 
The Journal will concentrate on 
these as the serious candidates. 

With three weeks left in the cam- 
paign, six candidates have a reason- 
able chance of winning the election. 

On the left-progressive side are 
Boyle, Covington and Nolan. On the 
right-conservative side stand Dolson, 
Ergi'na and Rovetti. Unless two of 
the leading candidates on either sidei 
drop out of the race and throw their 
support to- the remaining progressive 
or conservative, the election will 
remain a toss-up until Nov. 8. 

As thought, money is not as cru- 
cial a factor in -this election as 
in the past, with some candidates 
running on a new pair of shoes and 
a handful of postage stamps. 

Continued on page 2 
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The Bernal Journal is an open forum 
of the commuaity sponsored by the 
Bernal Heights Association and the 
Bernal Fund. It is dedicated to 
providing the people of Bernal 
Heights with aeighborhood news, 
ideas, issues, and events. Edito- 
rial decisions are made by inter- 
ested people who contribute. The 
next meeting is Wednesday, Nov, 2, 
8 p.m., at 1621 York. 
EDITORS: Phil Johnson and Greg Catani 
ADVERTISING: Pat Helton, Lil Kruse, 
Jerry Schwartz, Rex Coultas 
CONTRIBUTORS: Carrie Carlton, Franca 
Bator, Roberta Shellenberger , La.urie . 
Dabkoski, Karen Murphy, Shawnee 
Power, and Bupk Bagot 

If you are interested in writing an 
article or working on the paper in 
any way, we welcome any interested 
people. 

Do you have an issue or gripe that 
you want to share? Send .us a letter 
to the editor and let the community 
hear your thoughts. Send any articles 
or letters to Phil or Greg, 1621 York 
Street, 94110 or call 826-0842. 

For information regarding advertis- 
ing or classiffe'd ads (call Rex at ' 
648-5783. , 



CSndiddtGScont. from page 1 

The major competition among can- 
didates seems to be over volunteers 
rather than political contributions. 
The major issues for both sides are 
housing, jobs and taxes. Every can- 
didate seems to want more housing, 
more jobs, and less taxes. They 
differ on how to get them. 

Two of the progressive-liberal ' 
candidates are running on the plat- 
form of the Community Congress, 
Boyle and Covington. Both Boyle 
and Covington were integral parts - 
of San Franciscans for District 
Elections (SFDE) which wrote the 
original legislation for district 
elections under the umbrella of the 
Community Congress. 

Covington claims to be the 
"originator"of the idea of District 
elections, which Boyle denies as he 
sat on a committee for district 
elections in the Haight Asbury in 
1964, six years before Covington 
moved to the city. 

Some of the major points of the 
Community Congress platform, writ-; 
ten by some 1,000 people at meetings 
in the summer at City College are: 
1 .Taxes- Would change the system 
of city and counties taxing people 
on property, taxing corporations 
and individuals according to wealth 



and allowing cities to tax commuters' 
income.' 2^ Housing - Would support 
neighborhood control over develop- 
ment in its area, as in the Elsie 
Street case. Also it would change 
the real property transfer tax 
from the buyer to the seller of 
housing on a down-sliding progres- 
sive scale of 5 years. Profits would 
be taxed at 757. if a house were 
sold in the first year. Homeowner 

individuals who live in their house 
would not be exempted, but an appeal 
board would be set up in the cases 
such as job transfers or an addi- 
tional child being bprn. Jobs- 
Would repeal right to work laws and 
support the right of unions to col- 
lectively bargain and strike, 
except binding arbitration for 
police and fire. Would seek state 
and federal job training aid. 

Mike Nolan also favors an anti- 
speculators tax, but would exempt 
owners who live. in their homes al- 
together on the same graduated scale 
downward over a period of years. On 
taxes, Nolan favors shifting the bur- 
den from home-owners to downtown bus- 
iness and seeking state aid. For jobs 
Nolan favors economic development of 
commercial streets such as Cortland 
and Ocean and seeking state and fede- 
ral assistance as ih the California 
Conservation Corps and CETA. 

Lee Dolspn is perhaps the leading 
conservative candidate, having been 
formerly elected to the' Board of Ed- 
ucation. He is endorsed by Al Nelder, 
the incumbeat supervisor in this dis- 
trict who c6ose not to fvin. 

Dolson sees street crime as a ma- 
jor problem and advocates more police 

patrols. On taxes, Dolson feels that 
large sums of money can be saved by 
trimming "budgfetary excesses" from 
city expenditures , and thereby lower- 
ing taxes. He said that "a reasonable 
shift of taxes to business" could be 
made, but not so much to discourage 
the profit motive and the enlistment 
of new business. 

Vince Rovetti gave the most impas- 
sioned performance of the evening 
with talk of more police staff, jobs 
for everyone and cutting the fat out 
of the city budget. Rovetti would 
stimulate jobs by encouraging the 
district to support the local busi- 
nesses. He is opposed to an increase 
in the business tax. 

Dr. Amancio Ergina supports seek- 
ing state and federal aid for creat- 
ing and rehabilitating housing, cit- 
ing his experience as president of 
the Housing Commission in San Fran- 
cisco and know-how in getting such 
aid. To stiinulate jobs, Ergina said 
that there is an "anti-business fee- 
ling in the city" that has to be 
turned around to attract new busi- 
ness and jobs. 

In this reporter 'is view, these 
are the strongest candidates. All 
have money, staff and to varying 
degrees large blocks of volunteers. 

Less visible is Edward Freeman, 
who made a strong showing at the 
candidates night. Freeman, who owns 
a trucking company, has been involv- 
ed in getting CETA jobs for youths. 
Freeman pointed out that a large por- 



tion of city construction contracts 
are going to out-of-town firms, cost- 
ing San Franciscans jobs and tax mo- 
nies. He would try to turn this around. 

• Louis Allsopp favors seeking new 
sources of revenue other than the pro- 
perty tax, such as an income tax and 
a commuter tax. He supports job pre- 
ference for San Francisco residents. 

Adolf o Majewsky cited the problems 
of the aging as important, pointing 
to his service on several city boards 
concerned with the elderly. He also 
suppo'rts no tax increase and no Muni 
fare increase. 

Richard Modolo favors getting pro- 
perty tax relief at the state level. 
For jobs, Modolo supported encourag- 
ing business in the city, affirmative 
action and youth job training pro- 
grams . 

The other two candidates, Edwin 
Duckwarth and Leslie Payne were not 
at the candidates night and could 
not be' reached by phone. 

The election marks the beginning 
of decentralization of power away 
from city hall and downtown business 
to the neighborhoods. There is no run- 
off provision for this election, so 
the Journal urges everyone to get out 
•and vote. Regardless of which candi- 
date wins, we urge district-wide sup- 
port of the new supervisor in the in- 
terests of all people living in Dis- 
trict Nine. 

BHA VOTES 

On Monday October 10 t^e 
Bernal Heights Association voted 
on several of the ballot propos- 
itions that will be decided by the 
voters on November 8. The purpose 
of the vote was to instruct the B, 
H.A, representative to the Coalition 
of San Francisco Neighborhoods, Jim 
Haas, how to vote on the various 
issues in the next meeting of the 
Coalition. 

The voting. went as follows:. 
Prop. A, a bond issue to provide 
automatic irrigation systems in some 
of the city's parks and playgrounds- - 
opposed. 

Prop. C, A bond issue for expanding 
the San Francisco Airport--opposed. ^ 
Prop. F, a proposal to establish the 
term of the Chief Administrative 

Officer of San Francisco at ten 
years rather than the present life 
term- -approved. 

Prop. K, a charter amendment allowing 
each supervisor in the city to choose 
his pwn adaiinistrative aide not nec- 
essarily from the Civil Service lists - 
approved. 

Prop. U, advising the Board of Super- 
visors to purchase the International 
Hotel, remove its code violations, 
and transfer' it to the Housing Auth- 
ority for low-rent public housing-- 
approved. 

Prop. W, advises the Board of Super- 
visors to ban billboards, except for 
businesses advertising their own 
product or service on their. own 
proper ty- -approved . 



Mission 

Nursery 

Applications are now being 
received from parents with pre- 
school children by the Mission 
Cooperative Nursery School, now 
in its 28th year. The children, 
ages 2 years, 9 months to 5 years, 
9 months attend school five 
mornings a week. 

The S.F. Community College 
District sponsors this Parent 
Education Program and provides 
the credentialed teacher. The 
parent group provides the assistant 
teacher and 6 parents attend 
each morning to give the child- 
ren a caring and stimulating 
environment. The parents get 
together each Tuesday evening to 
discuss topics related to their 
children. The school is bi- 
lingual. The monthly fee is $27.50 
and scholarships are available. 

Mission Cooperative Nursery 
School is fortunate to be re- 
located at the Peixott Clubhouse 
and Playground on 13th and Beaver 
Streets (off Castro Street) and 
easily accessible by public 



transportation from all parts of 
the city. It is nested in a natural 
setting of trees, hills and sand 
on the north slope of the J. 
Randall Junior Museum. The child- 
ren and parents will often vist 
and make friends with the Museum 
animals, including hamsters, 
turkeys , snakes , owls, turtles, 
racoons, etc. 

For further information please 
call 552-2929 (AM) or 863-5755 (PM). 

Alabama Block Club 

The Alabama Ripley Block Club 
meets the first Wednesday of every 
month at the Precita Valley 
Center. The meetings are sched- 
uled at 7:30 PM. The next meet- 
ing is Nov. 2. 

According to Lill Kruse, the 
next meeting is tentatively 
about the problems of drugs 
and alcohol. Lill asks that anyone 
with suggestions call her at 282- 
4598. 

The block club is bounded by 
Army St., Folsom St., Esmeralda 
St. and Ripley St, Anyone living 
in the boundaries is encouraged 
to attend. - I 



TRY US 
FIRST 

We're Your 
Neighbors! 

Painters' coop 
as 29th St. 

Just off Mission 
826- 1830 

You don't have 

to drive across 
town to get a 
good deal on 
paint. Try us! 



THE NEW 




FEATURING THE FINEST IN 

ORDER HOLIDAY 
SPECIALTY ITEMS EARLY 
FRESH TURKEYS 
DUCKS, GEESE. ROASTS, HAMS 



3318 MISSION 
TELEPHONE 647-4300 
HOURS: 8 to 6 MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 
WE ACCEPT USDA FOOD STAMPS 



ameritonE 

,lk(i(LO paint 




FRANKIES 
PROPERTY 
SERVICE 
-Hardware 
■Records 

451 A Cortland 
Ph.282-3356 

■WE SELL PILLOWS, &LflSS 
SETS, RfC0RDS-70PI5s8Lfis 
■CALL AND ASK flSOtfT 

m vimsm service 




433 PRECITA AVENUE 

(OORNCII OF AiABAMA) 



BALDEA6LE 
SP0RTIII6 GOODS 

1)V » fto Ml Slv Coiwmi ShOH / 6ym QothM / Kiyt 
rmat iMldt / An Sportbii Gobdi / Fm Tidi Book / 

443CortlamlAMnut 



SuocttlotitisSi Qocttts 




itm 




Filipino Fruit Flavors 
Ice Cmm Sodas Shakos & Malts 

HAV-A-LIK 

ICECREAM 

Banana Splits Julcors 
733-A Cortland, BernaTHts. 
12-8 Tuesday-Sunday 





s,B30 ayi|S9ioN 



OPVITAMUMrl 

€47-6999 



A BIRD OVER BERNAL 



By 

Barbara Pitschel 

Of all the birds that inhabit 
our hill, my favorite is the 
American Kestrel (Falco sparver- 
ius sparverius). Although often 
referred to as a Sparrow Hawk, 
this is actually a misnomer. 
Sparrow hawks are large European 
accipiters (true hawks) which 
hunt sparrows, while kestrels are 
small falcons subsisting primar- 
ily on grasshoppers. (It can be 
observed that sparrows and finches, 
which react violently at the 
sight of large hawks, complacent- 
ly share telephone wires with 
kestrels . ) 

In size kestrels are between 
robins and pigeons, the female 
being larger. The male is more 
brightly colored, having blue- 
grey wings. Both have rusty 
backs, rusty tails b§inded.in 
black, and distinctive head 
markings : rusty crown above 
grey band, white cheeks striped 
in black, white throat, and 
black ear spot. The call is a 

high-pitched "klee klee klee" 
or "killy killy killy." 



S.F. PET & AQUATICS 

o TROPICAL FISH 
complete supplies: 
Acquariums, Plants, 
Live and Dry Foods. 

DOG GROOMING 
and dog and cat 
supplies 

Call 824-9841 925 COR TLAND A VENUE 
closed SUhday & Wednesday 




CASH SALE 

* PAINT* 
30% OFF 

— ALL AMERITONE STANDARD AND 

LIGHT COLORS. 
—ALL PAINTERS- tO-OP LABEL WHITES 

AND LIGHT COLORS 



ALL UNCLAIMED MIXED PAINTS: 
$2.75 Gal. — 8.5c Ql, * 



826-1830 OuD 45 -29th St. 
Painters' Co-op 

- ■ • (Near Mission St.) 



CASH & CARRY ONLY! 



Kestrels frequently perch on 
poles, wires, or dead tree 
limbs, which afford a good view of 
the surrounding terrain. When they 
observe suitable prey they dive. 
(A perched bird can frequently be 
identified by a characteristic 
bob of the tail by which it main- 
tains its balance.) 

Kestrels will be easiest to 
recognize on windy days, due to 
their capacity to "perch on the 
wind." A bird hovering almost 
motionless in the air is an 
impressive sight. (The ideal 
time and place to observe this is 
in summer or early autumn over the 
west slopes of the hill.) When 
prey is spotted, the bird dives 
to the ground, grasps the food 
with its talons, and resumes 
hovering. In this position it 
eats its insect (although larger 

prey, such as a mouse, would 
probably necessitate a return 
to the perch.) 

Like all birds of prey, kestrels 
have extraordinary vision, per- 
mitting keen discrimination of 
form, distance, and motion. Large, 
eyes permit a large image to be 
cast on the retina. There are 
two dense concentrations of 
visual cones in each eye, which 
increase depth perception. The 
forward ones give binocular vision. 
There is a high ratio of optic 
nerve fibers to visual cells. The 
muscles that control lens curvature 
and therefore regulate focal 
length, are highly developed. 
Magnification is three or four 
times greater than ours, ena- 
bling the bird to see a grasshop- 
per from a distance of 50 to 80 
feet. 



J.P. JONES 
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Although I do not know where, 
I believe that at least one pair 
nests in this vicinity each year. 
I base this conjecture on several 
years ' observation of the pat- 
terns of kestrel activity. 

During the winter a male and 
a female bird are frequently 
seen. The male's majestic soaring 
and diving has appeared to be 
courtship behavior. (This is 
very different from hunting 
flight, during which the bird's 
attention is focused on the 
ground.) From March until June, 
I would no longer see them. This 
coincides with nesting behavior 
of the species. In June, I would 
again see birds, often as many 
as four or five, hovering on wind 
currents. This would coincide 
with the fledging of the young. 

This year I have seen as many 
as eight at one time. Such a 
large number may be a result of 
the drought, as there is normally 
a high mortality rate due to 
parasites in young birds during 
wet weather. (It is interesting 
to note that kestrels are extrem- 
ely tolerant of aridity; they 
do not require surface water as 
they obtain their liquid from 
their prey.) 

During autumn the disheveled 
appearance of some of the birds 
indicates a moult. Fewer birds are 
then seen, leading me to believe 
that they begin to disperse in 
an attempt to establish ter- 
ritories of their own. 

The species is not fastidious 
in its nesting behavior. A typ- 
ical nest site would be an una- 
dorned tree hole, frequently a- 
bandoned by another species, or 
a similar feature of a building. 




AtrCRICAN KESTREL 
(Falco sparverius sparverius) 



PROPOSITION 




Proposition U asks: "Shall the 
City and County of San Francisco 
purchase the Internation Hotel, 
remove its code violations, and 
transfer it to the Housing 
Authority for low-rent public 
housing?" The Voters Handbook 
statement, submitted by Controller 
John Farrell, states the cost as 
"approximately 2k million." 
Farrell tased his figures on an 
estimated renovation cost of 
$976,432 with the remainder going 
to acquire the Hotel. 

According to "Yes on U" Com- 
mittee Attorney Bill Carpenter, 
the controller mistakenly and 
illegally used figures for both 
these costs that are far higher 
than what is called, for in the 
Proposition U statement. , Doc- .. 
uments filed by Carpenter as 
part of his Superior Court suit 
show that the San Francisco 
Housing Authority estimated the 
cost of- bringing the Hotel into 



compliance with the City's Building 
Housing Code (exactly what Prop- 
osition U calls for) as only 
$75,000. A similar estimate by 
the San' Francisco Bureau of 
Building Inspection was only 
$65,000. 

Farrell has indicated that he 
based the $976,432 figure on the ' 
Housing Authority's own, higher 
standards. The reason the fig- 
ure is so high, according to 
Carpenter, is that the Housing 
Authority follows standar4».set 
by HUD, which requires bathrooms 
and kitchens and larger room sizes 
than are mandated under the' City's 
codes. "Proposition U says 
nothing more than that the City 
shall remove the Hotel's code 
violations," Carpenter pointed 
out. "The Controller acted il- 
legally in basing his estimates 
on excessive standards not cal- 
led for in Proposition U." "In 
addition," continued Carpenter, 

"the Controller's estimated ac- 
quisition cost is nearly $300,000 
above the Hotel's appraised 
value as given in the Housing 
Authority's own documents. The 
price for the Hotel would be 
fixed at that amount, set at the 
time the Housing Authority fil^d 
its eminent domain action earlier 
this year. " 



Candidates Nights 

There are several candidates 
night* coming up in Bernal Heights 
in the remaining weeks before the 
election. 

They are: 

1. Nolan and Covington: Oct. 18 

2. Boyle and Dolson: Oct. 25 

3. Rovetti and Ergina: Oct. 27 
All of the above are at 100 Putnam 
St. at 8:oo p.m. 

The Bernal Heights Association 
is holding a candidates forum arid 
debate at St. Kevins, 704 Cortland 
ive. on Wed. Oct 19th. District Nine 
will be from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. and 
District 6 from 8:30 to 10 p.m. 

Safe Project 

The Bernal Journal wants to flktke a 

SAFE retraction. In the August issue 
article on the SAFE program, it was 
incorrectly stated that you could 
use your Social Security number as 
identification on your valuables. 
Your California driver's license 
number or California Identification 
number are the proper ones to useo 

The police can identify these two 
numbers in five minutes. SAFE also 
has forms so that you can copy down 
all of your serial numbers and when 
the police call with their list, 
you can verify with yours. This has- 
tens the returns of your stolen 
goods. 
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POTATOES 




POTATO 

CHIPS 



HOMO^^/Z-^O^ VITA- 



— . ^ 

PHOhE Ml 8-4656 \ 

STORE HOURS DAILY... 

jOPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

8 am to 8 pm 



820 Cortland Ave. 




FRESH 
FRYERS 

SOD/ 




CORNED 





LIVER 



NECK BONES 





Artwork by Susan Cervantes 





HEADSTART PRESCHOOL Tues.-Fri. 
9am-lpm (3-5 yrs.) 
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM 3: 30-5 :30pm 

(8-12 yrs.) 

Music & Rhythm Workshop (10.-15 yrs.) 
Mondays 

Puppetry Workshop Tuesdays 

Arts d Crafts Wednesdays 

MUSIC 

Guitar fi. Music Theory Workshop 

4-5; 30pm Tues. 

Conga Drum d. Percussion Cl^iss 

6 : 30-8 :00pm Thurs. 

ARTS 

Precita Eyes Experimental 

7:30-10pm Thursdays (over 16) 



Arts L Crafts Workshop 

Mixed Media Art Class 4-5 :30pm 

Thursdays (over 12 yrs.) 
Polynesian Cultural Workshop 
Video Tape Playback-call for info 

RE GREAT ION 

Children 8-12. Open Gym 3-5 

Mon. and Tues. 
Youth over 12 yrs. Open Gym 2-5 

Wed.-Fri. 
Basketball, Volleyball, Ping Pong, 
, Chess etc. 
SERVICES 

Project Homemaker & Senior Escort- 
Service. Mon.-Fri. FREE service to 
low-income seniors living in the 
greater Mission area in help in 



home or escort to and from errand. 
Call for further information: 
826-4659 or 285-7833. 
PRECITA CENTER PROGRAM BOARD 
meets the first Mon. of every 
month at 7:30 pm to discuss 
programs for the center. Open 
to neighbors and new members. 
RENTAL 

Precita, Center is available to 
private parties or organi- 
zations for the rental of the 
hall. Meeting rooms are avail- 
able to community groups upon 
request. 

Carole wiley, director 285-7833 
Agnes Sua 1-5 pm. Instructors: 

Susan Cervantes (CETA,NAP) -Arts 
<i Crafts; 

Caroline Wiswell (CAC,MNC) Pup- 
petry; 

Jose Flores (CETA,MNC) Percussion 

. Greg Landau (MNC) guitar 
Heather Green (NAP) Mixed Media 
& Leather 





By Nancy Walker 

The Bernal Heights Association 
(BHA) has been around for 10 
years. It has accomplished some 
truely fine work. Through the 
years, the BHA has been the major 
vehicle for community organizing 
on the Hill. 

Today, there are many kinds of 
groups and organizations doing 
work in Bernal; block clubs, COMO, 
MPC, the Community Boards Project, 
Project Safe, the Arts and Trades 
Council, Elsie Street, Recycling, 
etc, etc. I see the role of the 
BHA changing, just as 3ernal Heights 
has changed. 

I am a Bernal Heights chauvinist. 
It is the most exciting, interesting 
neighborhood in the City. We -have 
the most incredible mixture of 
people — every conceivable ethnic, 
economic, racial, political, 
social and cultural grouping has 
roots here. 

What we want to do with the BHA 
is make it a clearinghouse of 
information for people doing work 
on the Hill, and to be a vehicle 
for doing creative planning about 
the future of Bernal Heights. 
Also to be a place where people 
living here can bring problems 



and try, by working together, 
to solve these problems. 

We are trying to form a Youth 
Committee, because many of the prob- 
lems here relate to young people, 
and a bunch of adults sitting a- 
round at a meeting cannot know or. 
understand the young people of 
Bernal Heights. The same is true 
for seniors. 

We need help planning and 
struggling wdth the City to get 
our Neighborhood Center, and we 
are trying to get federal money for 
a Health Center (24 hours a day, 
.7 days a week with doctors, etc.) 
to serve the residents of Bernal. 
There is a great deal pf work 
to be done, and it is going to 
take a lot of people to get 
even part of it accomplished. 

Plans are being made to get 
the Bernal Journal out monthly 
and to distribute it to every 
household in Bernal--in itself 
a large order. We want it to 
carry information that will help 
people who live here to deal with 
everyday problems of survival 

We have massive problems of 
unemployment, job training, hous- 
ing, health, and crime in Bernal 
Heights. As a community we must . 
begin to address those problems 
and create ways of solving them. 
We need help and input from people 
all over this crazy hill. 



The BHA meets the second Mon- 
day of every month. The last 
meeting was held on October 10th 
at St. Kevin's Church, the next 
meeting will be on the 14th of 
November at Precita Park Cafe. 
We plan to alternate the meetings 
between the North and Souths sides 
of the Hill. Our December meet- 
ing will be a Party--food, drinks, 
entertainment, music, dancing. 
FUN. 

We invite all of you to come to 
the BHA meetings. The November 
meeting should be of particular 
interest, as Pat Scott (also 
correspdnding secretary of the 
BHA) will be addressing problems 
around education. Pat is the 
Chair of the Unified Schools" 
Committee on planning for in- 
tegration in our schools, but 
her information details much 
beyond "integration" (why, for 
instance, should students from 
anr integrated community like 
Bernal Heights be bussed else- 
where for classes?). The meet- 
ing begins at 8:00 PM, but we have 
a social time before the meeting 
which starts at 1 iZQ PM. Please 
come and find out what is hap- 
pening on the Hill. Meet your 
neighbors and get Involved. 
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PROFILE: Ruth Maginnis 



By 

Rex Israel 

Ruth Maginnis, the head librar- 
ian of the Bernal Heights Branch, 
500 Cortland Ave., is a native of 
San Francisco. She attended San 
Francisco State when' it was still 
-a college and the University of ' 
California where she received her 
master's degriee in Library Science, 

She lives within walking dis- 
tance of Bernal Heights with her 
family in a lovely victorian 
house which she and her musician 
husband are renovating ^ 

The insights Ruth has gained as 
head of the Bernal Branch were the 
subject of the following Interview 
with the Bernal Journal: 

WHAT IS THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE 
LIBRARY AND HOW DO YOU SEE THE 
COMMUNITY? 

This library tries to be very 
closely attuned with the community, 
probably more than any other li- 
brary in the city. We try to go 
to community meetings, keep in 
touch with people's specific needs, 
and keep them -filled. For in- 
stance, there's an unemployment 
counseling service in this area,. 
That indicates that there's a 
great need for books and materials 
on how to get a job, unemployment 
benefits, welfare — all kinds of 
services that may not be that im- 
portant to people in other neigh- 
borhoods. But they're important 
here, so we try to zero in on 
those areas and provide mass in- 
formation. The main problem is 
that a lot of people in the com- 
munity see us as a great big in- 



stitution that is not going to 
fill their needs. A guy who is 
walking around down the street 

listening to Latino music on his 
trans itor might think the library 
is as far away from what he needs 
as anything in the world. Mostly, 
if he knows anybody who comes in 
here, .he's much more willing to 
come in, because it's a fairly re- 
laxed place. We don't keep the 
noise down. It's relaxed! It has 
to fit the neighborhood. 

YOU DON'T INSIST OIJ. A LIBRARY 
VOICE? 

I^o. We have a few complaints 
from older people about that. But 
this is a community of a lot of 
people who are distrustful -of in- 
stitutions and of a lot of people 
from other countries where li- 
braries weren't public. When I 
talk to people who have come from 
the .Philippines they often are 
surprised that the library is free 
and that we have that many mate- 
rials that they are interested in; 
and, they get hooked! Especially 
if they were afraid they couldn't 
come in contact, with any kind of 
service like this. The library is 
still full of things that were 
here twenty years ago that people 
don't use that much any more. But 
what we're buying now is very cur- 
rent. What we buy for kids is 
current. Things on monsters — if 
that!s what they want/ that's what 
they get, because that's what 
they'll read. And we do try to 
keep them reading. 

WHY IS THIS LIBRARY DIFFERENT? 

It isn't that different from 
all the rest. Except that I and 



the other librarians who have 
worked here over the last ten 
years -have tried to be' very much 
in touch with. the community in 
getting out on the streets, visit- ■ 
ing ot,her agencies, and visiting 
community meetings --anybody we 
need to contact. Because if we 
stay locked in this building, it's 
going to die--the whole thing! 

IN WHAT WAY IS THE LIBRARY 
SPECIAL? 

We probably should mention that 
we do have Spanish books. We 
don't have a tremendous Spanish 
language collection, but we have a 
fairly decent collection. We 
don't have enough for the com- 
munity of people who speak dialects 
from the Philippines, but we're 
trying to get those materials. We 
have some for children, but not 
for adults. We have a good Black 
History collection. And it's used 
very heavily in the neighborhood. 
We try to keep in touch with what's 
interesting. The Community Garden-- 
we try to supply as many books as 
possible for things that they are 
getting involved in. The neigh- 
borhood artists--we try to keep 
in touch with what they need in 
their'library. 

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN IN THIS 
COMMUNITY? 

I've been working in this com- 
munity for four years. -I like 
working in ethnically mixed com- 
munities. I enjoy it and have 
some knack for it. This is the , 
best neighborhood I've worked in. 

WHAT IS THE HIGHLIGHT OF YOUR 
WORKING DAY HERE? 

When I get a whole bunch of 
little kids completely mesmerized, 
a whole bunch of four year old 
kids who are usually tearing walls 
down and breaking windows . They 
become mesmerized with some books. 
It happens about three times a 
year. It is worth it though. 

WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO LIBRARIAN- 
SHIP? 

I love to read and I thought 
this would be an easy way to spend 
a day reading books. I found 
that's wrong. I don't have any 
time to read. 

WHAT ARE YOUR OTHER INTERESTS? 

My hobby or interest is cooking, 
beside.s working with kids. Cook- 
ing, refinishing furniture, and I 
like to buy cheap things. I must 
be the best e|xpert in the city'bn 
where to get things cheap. People 
can come to me and ask me and I 
will know where to get what cheaper 
than anywhere else. And how to 
get in if they bar the door on 
the places I send you. 

IN CONCLUSION, RUTH, IS THERE 
ANYTHING ELSE YOU'D LIKE TO ADD? 

We want people to know they can 
always call the library at 285-1744 
for information. 
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Library Art Show 



The 2nd Annual Bernal Heights 
Neighborhood Show will be on 
display at the Bernal Branch Lib- 
rary at 500 Cortland through 
November 16 th,. Residents of the 
hill have many hand created wor^s-- 
paintings, graphics, sculptures, 



pottiery, drawing, photographs 
and textile pieces--in the ex- 
hibit. 

Everyone is invited -to view the 
show during the Bernal Branch 
open hours: Monday, Tfiursday and 
Friday 1-6 PM, Tuesdays 10-12; 
1-6 PM, and Wednesdays 1-9 PM. 



CHILDREN'S CLINIC 



, A free Children's Clinic, from 
birth to 12 years of- age, will 
be held at 300 Bennington the first 
arid third Friday of each month 
from 1:00 to 4:00 P.M. starting 
November 1977. The dates for these 
clinics in the following months are; 



November 4th and 18th 
December 2nd and 16th 
A doctor and nurse will examine 
your child, including school 
examinations, give necessary 
immunizations, give information 
and answer your questions about 
the child's growth and devel- 
opment . 

Phone Health Center #3, 468- 
3664 for an appointment. Ask 
for Bernal Children ',s Clinic. - 




crsFts, matting and canvas • 
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I ALSO: RADIO & STEREO 

RACE TX 

\ 3274 Mission (near 29th St. ) 

1 'Reconditioned Used TVs 

: Senior Citizen Discount 



ART NEWS 

There will be an Arts and Crafts 
Bazaar and Christmas Party Carnival 
on Saturday December 17 at Precita 
Center. The Bernal Heights Arts and 
Trades Council along with other area 
groups will be participating in the 
affair. All local artists artisans , 
craftspeople, and interested resid- 
ents are invited to attend and par- 
ticipate in the bazaar. 

A planning meeting for the event 
will be held on Wednesday November 
2 at Precita Center beginning at 
8:00 p.m. Any interested persons 
are invited to attend. Other matters 
on the agenda for the meeting besides 
the bazaar are: the possible forma- 
tion of an artists materials co-op- 
erative and discussion .of use of 
the facilities of Precita Center 
by anyone in the community. 

There are four job openings through 
the Neighborhood Arts Center of 
San Francisco. The jobs are: 
bookeeper, with some familiarity 
with arts administration or com- 
munity arts; typist; receptionist/ 
clerk; and printer/designer. The 
last three jobs are available to 
persons qualified through Aid to 
Families with Dependent Children 
(A.F.D.C). 

Adult Education 

Frequently there i| a .difference 
between the true needs of a neighbor- 
hood and the services being offered 
by the city agencies and institutions. 
But now there is a chance for some 

adult education classes to 
happen in Bernal Heights 
according to the needs and with 
the input of the neighborhood. The 
community can have a voice in who 
the instructors will be, as well as 
what the classes will be about and 
what the hours will be. The one dif- 
ficulty is the requirement of 20 
persons in attendance for every 
class meeting. 

In November, there will be the 
following organizational meetings: 
Nov. 8, Senior Citizens; Nov., 15, 
Job Skills; Nov. 22, Child Care 
Programs; Nov. 29, everything else. 
If you are interested in getting 
these classes started, if there is 
a certain type of class you would 
like to attend, or if you feel you 
would be a good teacher for Bernal 
Heights residents, please attend on 
one of these meetings. Or, if time 
is inconvenient, call Pat Helton at 
647-3665 to give your input. These 
organizational meetings wfll be 
held at 307 Cortland at 4:00 p.m. 

This is an especially good oppor- 
tunity for groups of people, such as 
schools, churches, or clubs, who 
feel they need special help in voc- 
ational or avocationai interests. 
For one month there will be assist- 
ance in getting the classes organ- 
ized. 



BHA ACTS 
FOR TFW 

By 

Jackie Palmer 

On August 8th, the Bernal 
Heights Association passed a 
resolution in support of the 
Texas Farmworkers historic 
March for Human Rights » The 80 
day, 1500 mile March began in 
Austin, Texas and ended in Wash- 
ington, D.C. on Labor Day. 

The farmworkers were seeking 
the support of the Pres^ident, 
Congress, and the American people 
for a National Agricultural Labor 
Relations Act granting collectivie 
bargaining rights to all farm- 
workers in the United States. , 

They were also calling for 
the repeal of Section 14(b) of 
the Taft-Hartley Act, the legal 
basis for state "right to work" 



laws. Section 14(b) gives states 
the right to outlaw union shops. 
Most of the states in the South 
and southwest, where the work 
force is primarily made uj) of 
minorities, are "right to work" 
sJtates. 

Although the March for Human 
Rights is over, the fight to 
repeal Section 14(b) of the 
Taft-Hartley Act continues. 
"Right to work" laws mean busi- 
nesses will continue to runaway 
in search of cheap labor. For 
example, recently in San Francisco^ 
Planter's Peanuts, American Can 
and Levi Strauss have moved to 
"right to work" states, resulting 
in higher unemployment here. 

For Bernal Heights, runaway 
shops mean not only loss of jobs, 
but also loss of needed tax monies, 
causing various neighborhoods to 
fight among themselves over. the 
crumbs. 

With District Elections, we now 

have an opportunity to hold the 



supervisorial candidates respon- 
sible to: 1. support collective 
bargaining for all employees 

including City workers; 2. sup- 
port repeal of Section 14(b); 
3. lower property taxes by putting 
the burden on downtown business. 

The only way to really find 
out what the various supervisorial 
candidates stand for AND to find 
out. what your neighbors are concern- 
ed about is to attend community 
forums and candidates' nights. 
Check another part of the Bernal 
Journal for a listing of these 
events. 



THANKS 

TO ALL OUR ADVERTISERS 
whose generous donations help to pay 
for the printing of this 
neighborhood newsletter 
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FATHER EUGENE BOYLE 
CECILIA BRUNAZZI 
DIANA & MICHAEL CORBIN 
JIMFAYE 

MARK FRAUENFELDER 
BOBBIE GINSBURG 
RALPH HAV-A-LIK 
PAT HELTON 
JOHN MOLLENKOPF 
CARLOS NA\»^RRO 
MELINDA MARBLE 
FATHER JOHN SANDERSFELD 
CUUDIAYIEK 
JENNIFER WIGGINS 
MICHAEL ZANRIGNA 







Michael Nolan for Supervisor 
District Nine/196 Bocana, SF 941 10/648-6824/John Williams, Treasurer 
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EDUCATION 



There are now free classes avail- 
able for any person over eighteen 
in a large variety of interests. 
The choices range from Tai Chi Chuan 
to Office Practice, including such 
things as conversational Spainish, 
Making and Repairing Clothes, Typing, 
Complete High School Course, G.E.D. 
Preparation (G.E.D. is the test you 
take to get your high school diploma 
without having to take all the courses*) 

Jamestown Community Center at 23 
St. and Fair Oaks is offering an 
especially interesting selection. 
Every Wednesday 7-10 p.m. is Hol- 



istic Medical and Health Self Care, 
which includes self care for many 
common health problems; medical 
skills such as blood pressure meas- 
urement, throat and ear exams, 
massage, women's self healthy alter- 
native healing such as acupuncture 
biofeedback, herbalism, homopathy, 
polarity massage, psychic hiealing; 
and Nutrition as Preventative Med- 
icine and Heart attack Emergency 
rescue. 

On Tuesdays 12-3 p.m. is Gourmet 
Vegetarian Cooking and on Wednesday 

10-1 p.m. is a class by Larry Menkin, 
veteran ToV. film writer, producer, 
and director. He will be teaching 
how to develop skills in writing T.V. 
plays, screenplays, commercials, news, 



documentaries, government and indus- 
trial film writing, public service 
announcements, and children's stor- 
ies. According to the teacher, there 
are no prerequisites for enrollment 
in the course and it is especially 
oriented to minority writers . 

There are many centers close to 
our neighborhood. Although the clas- 
eis started in September, there is 
open enrollment. You can sit in the 
class first to see if you like it. 
If you want more information about 
the classes, you can call Mission 
Community College Education Center, 
648-1415. The variety of classes is 
amazing. Also counseling, evaluation, 
and testing is ^ivailable. If you want 
to try to swap babysitting or rides, 
call Pat Helton at 647- 3665. 



WHITE'S 
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Watch 

for ft* 
Specials 



-Film — New& Used Equipment 
CAMERAS — Developing Center 



733 CORTIAND AVE. 
SAN FRANCISCO 94110 

285-1770 
SHARON PINCKNEY 
(MANAGER) 



Open Tues. thru Sat. 
8:30 a.m.- 6:00 p.m 



VOTE 

FOR 

VINCE 
ROVETTI 



* Attended University 
of San Francisco 

* Owner Rossi & Rovetti 
Flowers — 2 locations 

* "Man of the Year" award 
Florist Industry 

* Commendation — 
U.S. Congress for 
Youth Service 

* Coordinator S.F. 
Wine & Flower Festival 

* Married — 2 children 
A MAN OF ACTION! 

A MAN OF PROVEN LEADERSHIP! 
A MAN WHO CARES ABOUT YOU! 
A MAN WHO IS DEDICATED AND HONEST! 

A MAN WHO WILL BRING 
GOVERNMENT BACK TO YOU! 



CAMPAIGN" HEADQUARTERS: 562 MONT£f?£y BLVD., SF 94127 
HOT LINE: 585-21 1 1 NANCY PAGN I —CAMPAIGN DIRECTOR 



THE RIGHT CHOICE FOR DISTRICT 9 
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You Know What Kind Of Place You Want 
Bernal Heights To Be... 




A Place Where People Can Get The 
Services They Need. 

Bernal Heights needs a Community Center which can provide residents 
with a full range of needed services, including job training and place- 
rnent, health services, legal services, recreation facilities for youth and 
seniors, and childcare. The Board of Supervisors should make funding 
available to acquire and maintain a Comrnunity Center in Bernal Heights. 



A Place Where People, Not Real 
Estate Developers, Make The 
Decisions. 

There's no good reason why people on Elsie St. should have to spend 
months fighting to keep a private developer from destroying their neigh- 
borhood. The Board of Supervisors should adopt legislation that will 
allow no, building or demolition permit to be issued without community 
participation in the planning process. 



A Place Where People Can Find 
Decent Housing At Prices They Can 
Afford. 

No new l^-cost housing has been built in San Francisco for 5 years, and 
existing public housing in District 9 has been neglected to the point that 
it is now unsafe. We need a policy requiring that ail new housing 
construction include a fair proportion of low and moderate income units, 
and family housing. Existing public housing must be renovated and 
properly maintained. 

A Place Where People Who Want Jo 
Worl( Can Find A Job. 

The most urgent need in District 9 is for union jobs with strong affirmative 
action programs, and preferential hiring for residents. The Board of 
Supervisors can create new job opportunities by increasing those 
essential community services~e.g., childcare, parks and recreation, and 
municipal transportation-vyhich^have been cut back or ignored to 
provide more services for downtown interests^ . *!. . * 




Now You Need A Supervisor Who Will 
Help You Make It Happen ! 



Bob knows San Francisco and has been very active in community work.- 
He was one of the six original organizers of district elections in 1971 and 
has been involved in each of its activities-PROP K, PROP T, and of course 
our recent victory NO ON A AND B. 

Bob was one of the key organizers of the first coming together of the 
various communities and groups in San Francisco-THE COMMUNITY. 
CONGRESS of ^Q75. He is presently working on the 1977 COMMUNITY 
CONGRESS. Bob has worked on voter registration and struggled with 
other community people around criminal justice, transportation, 
housing, health, empiloyment and community development issues. 

Bob is the President of the FEDERATION OF INGLESIDE NEIGHBORS 
(FIN), chair of the S.F. BLACK POLITICAL CAUCUS, a member of 
CITIZENS FOR REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT (CRG) and the OMI 
Community Association. 

Bob understands that there is no pariacea, no magic solution to the city's 
problems. He knows how to communicate with a wide range of people. 
He knows hovv the bureaucratic structure of city government functions, 
because he has carefully studied it- often discovering new ways 
community people can use it to make the city_ work better for us. 

Bob can provide the new leadership that we have worked so hard for on 
the Board. In electing Bob we will be electing a program for real change 
in San Francisco and a proven leader with the ability to deliver it. 




BOB COVINGTON FOR 9 

PEOPLE WITH COVINGTON dSUPERVISOR, DISTRICT 9a 1441 OCEAN, S-R 
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WHAT BAKKE 
MEANS 

by Roberta SheLLenberger 

In 1974 Alan Bakke filed suit 
against the University of Calif- 
ornia charging that he had been a 
victim of "reverse discrimination" 
in his attempt to gain admittance 
to U.C. Davis Medical School. 

The California Supreme Court 
ruled in Bakke " s favor, and bis 
case is to be heard before the U.S. 
Supreme Court sometime this month. 

If the . Supreme Court rules in 
Bakke 's favor, "reverse discrimin- 
ation" and talk of "rights of white 
people" will be the weapons used 
to blame minorities for a short- 
age of jobs and educational op- 
portunities for all people, and 
affirmative action programs will 
be a thing of the past. 

Even now, 13 years after the 
1964 Civil Rights Act, minorities 
are under-represented in profes- 
sional and well-paid, skilled 
jobs. In the U.S. the ratio of 
white doctors to the white pop- 
ulation is 1 per 700. For 
Blacks it is 1 per 3,800, for 
Native Americans 1 per 20,000, 

and for Mexican Americans 1 per 
30,000. 

We have a long way to go 
before we can say that saving 
16 out of 100 slots for minor*- 
ities at U.C. Davis Medical 



classifieds 

I need to practice giving some 
tests of adult mental functioning. 
Tests are fun and take approximately 
two hours. Bernal Heights resident 
trying to get Phd. Call Chris- 
tine. Axelrod at 824-0808. 

FREE KITTENS. 648-5783 

Rough carpentry/sheet rock work/ 
Remodeling/house painting/ free 

estimate. Call Mark 824-3446 



School is "reverse discrimination", 
as Alan Bakke claims. 

The Bakke case points out the 
fact that while 3,700 applied, 
only 100 could be accepted into 
U.C. Davis Medical School. We 
are in need of more doctors, yet 
medical school admissions re- 
quirements are becoming more 
and more stringent. Education 
should be made a priority in 
terms of the federal budget. \^hy 
shouldn't all qualified students 
be able to participate in higher 
education? 

Bernal Heights is an area 
made up largely of working people, 
including many minorities. We 
are also an area which is plagued 
by unemployment. Affirmative ac- 
tion is a policy which we must all 
support. Fighting for the equality 
of minorities is the fight for 
a decent standard of living for 
all people through demands for 
expansion of the job market, 
quality education and adequate, 
accessible health care. 

Farmer's Mkt. 

Cont. from page 1 

tive Officer, Roger Boas, to budget 
monies for a complete renovation 
of the facility. 

The Block Club would also like 
to see the City, act to alleviate' 
the traffic congestion on busy 
market days. 

The first stop planned by the 
Block Club is a meeting with Roger 
Boas. Anyone interested in work- 
ing with concerned residents is 
invited to call COMO 648-5605 or 
chairperson Shaunee Power 648-1377. 



THANKS 

TO ALL OUR ADVERTISERS 
whose generous donations help to pay 
for the printing of this 
neighborhood newsletter 
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Bay ARea 

hot tUBS 



THE HOT TUB & SPA 
EXPERIENCE 

Hot tubbing has become an institution along our California 
coast. Now, thanks to the modest cost and practicality of our 
new do-it-yourself package, anyone can enjoy the benefits, Just 
one weekend vyill transform your own deck or garden into a 
"sensuous" new environment. 

BAY AREA HOT TUBS will deliver a complete hot tub spa 
package anywhere in the U.S. for only $1,199, plus freight. Many 
sizes and prices available. 

Do you long for a 
lengthy hot soak by 
yourself or perhaps 
with friends? Beat the 
drought, and "do it". 
With normal main- 
tenance our tubs need 
refilling only twice a 
year, Sound interest- 
ing?? 

Call or write today for 
our Free Color Bro- 
chure describing our 
fine tubs, options, and 
solar heating. 

Phone (4151 824-2121 or write to BAY AREA HOT TUBS. 

442 Holladay Avenue, San Francisco, California 941 10. 

YESI Please Rush Me Your Free Color Brochure. 
Mail to: BAY AREA HOT TUBS, 442 Holladay Avenue 

San Francisco, California 941 10 

Name: 




City /State:. 



-Zip: 



Af>?UGATE STUDIO 





The Only Old-Fashioned 

Ice Cream in Town 

Nothing Artificial Added 

Featuring: Fresh Pastry, 

Espresso, Frozen Yogurt 

If you don't live near an Old Uncle 
Gaylord's^VIOVE 



PHOTOGRAPHERS 

FAST SERVICE ON PASSPORT-CITIZENSHiP-ALIEN CARD PHOTOS 

3448A Mission (near Cortland) 
telephone 415-282-9400 



Mitchell's ice cream 

30 (THIRTY) AWARD WINNING FLAVORS INCLUDING EXOTIC 
TROPICAL FRUIT FLAVORS, USING ONLY THE FINEST 
NATURAL 4NGREDIENTS 

688 SAN JOSE AVENUE, corner of 29th Street, Open dally till 11 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK UNTIL 11 P.M. 



